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Intent
At Oak Cottage Primary School, we intend to develop a love of reading and writing as well as the skills and knowledge that enable them to communicate effectively and creatively through spoken language and equip them with the skills to become lifelong learners; to become independent young people, with the appropriate skills, values and learning to become successful in whatever their future will be. Our aim is that Oak Cottage Primary School pupils:
· Have exposure to an English curriculum in line with National Curriculum guidelines
· Have an enjoyment of learning and reading through exposure to a wide variety of texts and written materials
· Are encouraged to use grammatical vocabulary to explain their thoughts and analyse writing
· Read easily, fluently and with good understanding
· Acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language
· Appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage
· Use discussion in order to learn and in order to elaborate and explain clearly their understanding and ideas
· Develop the cross-curricular use of English in other subjects
· Enable the effective, clear and fluent communication of ideas, experiences and questions, using the appropriate terminology
· Write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences
· Challenge themselves to stretch themselves and take risks in their learning
· Provide the opportunity for all to experience a sense of achievement regardless of age or ability. 
Implementation
The National Curriculum forms the basis on which our English curriculum has been built. We have detailed medium term plans, which teachers use to ensure their planning meets the national curriculum objectives. They ensure an appropriate balance and distribution of work across each term, incorporating learning and skill development in reading, writing and grammar. Robust progression maps in Grammar and Punctuation have also been produced to identify where grammar is taught and how it feeds into writing.
In Nursery and Reception, we teach English through the literacy development and communication and language areas of learning. Building the skills of reading are crucial in this phase, and phonics is taught as a discrete subject with teachers also giving children exposure to high quality written and visual texts to support the acquisition of language. Books for individual children are closely matched to their reading ability while regular story times and opportunities to write for different purposes begin to build their capacity to write meaningfully.
We have developed our own ‘Teaching writing at Oak Cottage’ document to ensure the teaching of writing is taught consistently across KS1 and KS2. English lessons have a reading focus each week, before a grammar element is taught and then applied in a longer piece of writing. Through these activities, our pupils develop their confidence in order to be able to independently apply the skills they learn in their writing and allow them to demonstrate all their previous learning whilst writing for audience and purpose in different genres. In general, each unit will last half a term.  
At Oak Cottage, we believe that writing is strengthened by instilling a love for reading within our pupils so English units are planned around appropriately levelled, high-quality texts of varying genre and context with cross curricular links where appropriate. This enables us to develop confident, enthusiastic writers, who can express themselves in a variety of different styles and across a variety of contexts. Medium term planning supports teachers to plan a sequence of progressive lessons, giving the children chance to develop and increase their knowledge, building on prior experiences and making connections in their learning. Teachers respond in detail to children’s work and ensure common misconceptions are addressed to ensure progress. Pupils have a daily allocated time to respond to their teacher’s feedback and edit their writing accordingly. Common misconceptions are woven into future planning to revisit and consolidate learning.

Impact
In English, pupils demonstrate their learning in every lesson and teachers will constantly use AFL strategies in lessons to assess and monitor progress. Formative assessment happens regularly and is achieved through targeted questioning during lessons, observations of pupils, review of work and discussions. Teacher’s will mark each child’s work daily in relation to the learning objectives and success criteria to allow the opportunity for further assessment opportunities and feedback.  More detailed feedback is provided following longer pieces of writing to assist the teacher with their half termly assessments. To monitor pupil’s attainment and progress, teachers will assess against their year group’s key performance indicators on SIMS, which are recorded 6 times a year, at the end of every half term.  Pupil voice is also carried out alongside book monitoring to examine the day-to-day view of English in the classroom and review children’s learning and progress.
Half termly grammar and reading assessments are also carried out from Year 1 -6 to assist teachers with their half termly judgements. Writing is moderated internally in school each term to ensure judgements are accurate and agreed. Teachers work in teams to moderate work and feedback to colleagues.  
The English Subject leader and the Senior Leadership Team also regularly review resources and samples of pupil work, monitor work completed in books, complete learning and environment walks and carry out lesson observations yearly to allow for the sharing of ideas and good practise and to also provide continual professional development for all members of staff. Termly progress meetings are also held with each classroom teacher.  
Providing equal opportunities for all the children is at the heart of teaching practice at Oak Cottage Primary School Primary School. Activities are differentiated to ensure all the children, including PP, SEND and low attainers needs are met.
The implementation of this curriculum ensures that, by the time children leave Oak Cottage Primary School they are:
· Confident learners that have a love of reading and writing
· Resilient, independent learners that recognise how English is relevant to their future and ensuring they have high aspirations moving forwards
· Secure and fluent in their application of skills and knowledge so that they can read and write with regard to audience and purpose.
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